Epidemiological features of cholera outbreak in Delhi in 1988.
During 1988 a large scale outbreak of cholera occurred in Delhi giving rise to a total of 1708 bacteriologically proved El Tor cholera cases, the highest number recorded in a single year in Delhi, following its first detection in 1965. Civil lines and Shahdara zones were the worst affected areas recording 85.7 and 55.7 cases per 100,000 population respectively. The highest incidence rate was observed in the age group of 1-4 years (77 per 100,000). Males and females were equally affected. The data of moving average show the endemicity of cholera in Delhi with an increasing trend. The risk factors identified are lower socioeconomic status, poor personal hygiene, drinking water and food storage practices.